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What’s Inside

1. Letter from Pastor Dawn
This week we celebrate the Reformation. October 31, 1517, Martin Luther—
an Augustinian monk, Doctor of Theology, and Professor of Biblical Studies
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at the University of Wittenburg, posted 95 theses for debate among his
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colleagues in grievance of practices in the Christian Church of his day
5. Thank you from Puente
seeming to exploit the poor. He did so out of love of God, the Church, and
God’s children. His thoughts were not entirely new but, due to the invention 6. Online Worship & Choir
7-9. Upcoming Events
of the printing press, his writings which over time totaled more than 17
Reformation scholars combined, became political fast as a fight for power
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ensued. Luther loved God, the Scriptures, and the Church. He never
11. CARES Act Deductions &
intended to create a schism. Yet, as the story unfolded, he found himself in
Online Giving
the midst of a movement of re-formation within the Christian Church that
continues today! Together with the Lutheran World Federation’s 148
member churches, with 77 million Christians in the Lutheran Tradition in 99 countries, we remember the
past and look towards the future, by celebrating this movement and recommitting ourselves to be reformed in Christ as we celebrate the Reformation.

In these current times of discordance and difference within Christianity and beyond, I find myself
reflecting on how our walk as Christians involves being willing to learn, grow, and expand our
understanding of God’s steadfast love and unending mercy for us and for all. That notion baffles and
confounds us, stretches and enriches us, if we let it. When we struggle with God loving those we’d rather
not or possibly bristle and get uncomfortable about what it means to be of service to others in addition to
tending ourselves, especially when we have power, we become more of what God wants for those seeking
to be the body of Christ—the “Church.” As disciples of Jesus, we follow a Servant King who calls us to
serve, not be served. Oh yes, we receive much generosity from God, blessing upon blessing each and every
day. We are served generously by One who humbles himself for all of humanity, taking on human form and
revealing what it means to care for those who are vulnerable, voiceless, forgotten, abused, and/or
overlooked.
We are called to share our blessings and trust in the abundance of God’s mercy. Those who have more
are challenged to give more. I perceive it’s because we are called to be in community with each other,
something we need more than we often think, especially when it comes to faith, spirituality, and justice in
action. We like to do things ourselves. But, isn’t it when we work with others that we actually grow more?
Doesn’t it seem that the times we ‘fail’ or struggle are often the times we potentially learn the most?
Through the Holy Trinity, we are called into relationship to grow and be who God knows we can be when
working together! I love what Martin Luther says about marriage as he unexpectedly built a life with

Weekly Emails
Did you know we send out an email every week with the readings for
worship as well as a list of opportunities for engagement? If you would
like to receive these emails, contact us at info@coastsideluteran.org

Time Change
Set your clocks back
an hour Sunday,
November 1st.
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Katerina Von Bora at the age of 42, creating a home for their 6 children by
birth, 4 adopted children, and the many students and scholars who sat at their
table and lodged in their house. Luther claims, “Marriage is a better school for
the character than any monastery for it’s HERE where your sharp corners are
rubbed off.” Isn't that true every time we delve deeper sharing our lives with
others?
Plus, like in Luther’s days, the issues at hand are too big to handle alone! We’ve
got to learn to work together and have the courage to stand up against injustice,
violence, and inequality in the name of Jesus! I was moved as a CLC member
grieved my leaving and rejoiced in my retirement (like many), while also
having confidence I’d be involved in ventures of justice and care for the other.
It was encouraging to hear. Folks believe in me! Will I believe in myself? Or,
will I be afraid?
It is good to dwell together! It is good to listen and learn from each other versus react and judge before
giving someone a chance. But, that doesn’t make it easy! It is also good to speak up against injustice, speak
out for equity, and take a stand against violence. Our days ahead as disciples of Christ and members of a
democracy not yet fully realized will take work. It is only with God and each other, for God and for each
other that we can move forward. As our gospel acclamation proclaims and Liesl so beautifully sings:
“Return to God with all our hearts, the source of grace and mercy. Come seek the tender faithfulness of
God.” Together in prayer and community, we can make a difference!
In Christ, Pastor Dawn
Talking to 5 classes of Sophomores at Notre Dame High School of Notre Dame on the Reformation and my
ordination is turning out to be fun, scary, and definitely of the Spirit! Like no sermon of mine is exactly the same,
this is true as I talk to each class. Here are 2 brief videos they received in preparation and the wonderful Rick Steves
look at Luther and the Reformation. It’s really informative. Check them out!! I’m sure you’ll learn something new!!

•

“A Fun, Animated HIstory of the Reformation and the Man Who Start It All” by National Geographic: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhGGjRjvq7w&list=PLlSMcY6JHku92-FOjltjuM-NTDO531QMy&index=2

•

“History 101: The Protestant Reformation” by National Geographic: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=IATyzSAjC1w&list=PLlSMcY6JHku92-FOjltjuM-NTDO531QMy&index=1

•

Also Rick Steve’s on Luther and the Reformation. EXCELLENT! https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=CXK9NNp1yk4

Region 2 bishops and leaders – the Sierra
Pacific, Pacifica, Southwest California, Rocky
Mountain and Grand Canyon Synods of the
ELCA – invite all who wish to gather for a time
of prayer and reflection to join us as we pray for
our nation, for those seeking office, for God’s
beloved community, and for our rostered
ministers as they seek to lead in their specific
contexts during these conflicted times.
Follow this link for more details:
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Reminder-Region-2-Gathering-in-Prayer-Around-OurNational-Election.html?
soid=1102312378841&aid=tPiBMZGvnLk
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From Pastor Sue
It is hard for me to believe that I have been at Coastside Lutheran for almost two years already as a pastor;
three, if you count the year I worked in the office as admin. Two years of ministry here at Coastside has
meant getting to know many of you, working with our youth, and meeting the challenges of Covid. Now,
after two years, the two year term call that CLC extended to me back in 2019 needs to be revisited: either
renewed, modified or terminated and that decision is on the agenda for the congregational meeting
scheduled for December 6.
For the folks who weren’t here two years ago for that initial call process, I’d like to reintroduce
myself to you. I am a second career pastor (fourth if one is actually counting.) I grew up in Queens, NYC
and went upstate for undergrad. I received a BS in Computer Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute and later, while I was working, completed a MS also in Computer and Systems Engineering at
Syracuse University. When I graduated from RPI, I went to work at IBM in Poughkeepsie, NY beginning as
a systems designer, moving into team leadership and management. Later, I became certified as a Project
Manager and moved into that field. During the 20 years that I was with IBM, I worked in NY and Research
Triangle Park, North Carolina, just outside of Raleigh.
During those 20 years, I married, divorced, and got remarried to Bill (aka our tech guy for online
worship) whom most of you have met, and we had two children, Steven and Sam. After having the boys, I
decided to leave my job so I could concentrate on raising my sons and get more involved in my church and
volunteer interests. During the next ten years, in church, I became heavily involved in women’s ministry as
WELCA president and annual retreat leader and organizer, as well as teaching Sunday School, and
Communion class to 5th graders, coordinating the community care team, and being on council. I also
volunteered as volunteer coordinator at a local homeless shelter. My flexible schedule allowed me to attend
many Bible study and ministry classes during this time which sparked in me an interest in theology and a
hunger to go deeper. At the encouragement of one of my pastors, I took a few classes at nearby Duke
Divinity School and once I had gotten back into the academic groove, I was in love. I enrolled in the
Masters of Divinity program and graduated with an MDiv in 2015.
During my time at Duke Divinity, I also entered candidacy with the ELCA to become a pastor. In
addition to the MDiv, the ELCA, at the time, required a year of study at a Lutheran Seminary so after
graduating from Duke, I enrolled at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, South Carolina
and after a year of making the 3.5 hour trip back and forth from our home in Cary, NC to Columbia, SC on
a weekly basis, I graduated with a Masters of Sacred Theology. After that, I was fortunate to get an
internship in Durham, NC which meant I could live at home. My year at St. Paul’s as “Vicar Sue” was
amazing: I had the opportunity to be part of all the ministry taking place there including leading preschool
chapel and starting the Continuing Conversations Group, a group focused on bridging racial and other
social divides.
My husband’s work brought us to California shortly after my internship ended. During an early
house hunting trip, Bill and I came out to worship at the ‘cute little church in Half Moon Bay’ that Bishop
Mark had recommended and the rest is history. So that’s my vocational history in a nutshell. Obviously
after 60 years, I’ve also got many other stories to go along with this timeline, some you’ve already heard
and others I hope I get the chance to share with you in the future.
Blessings, Pastor Sue
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Council Highlights
Your CLC Church Council met online on October 21st; a few highlights:
1. October stewardship drive is wrapping up, with blessing of
our pledges of time, talent, and treasure on November 1st. If you
have not returned your pledge form, please do so ASAP by mail
or email. The budget committee (Bill Nelson, Bill Strom, Suzanne, Kathy,
Henry, and Pastors) will be meeting in early November to draft CLC’s 2021
budget and staffing plan, to be reviewed at the November 18th council
meeting and presented at the December 6th congregational meeting for
approval.
2. Please save the date: Congregational online meeting on Sunday, December 6th, 11:15 AM.
Key decisions will be needed on our 2021 budget and on Pastor Sue’s call, currently scheduled to end early
next year. Agenda and supporting information will follow.
3. Giving was up in September—thank you for your support of CLC’s ministry! While we are
still facing a deficit for the year, we continue to see strong commitment within our
community. Again, Thank You! And remember: your pledges for 2021 support are still
important to guide our planning for 2021.
4. Due to COVID-19 concerns, the CLC building remains closed. Henry attended a September
synod-wide meeting of congregational officers; most churches in the synod are continuing with online
worship only. Council continued our discussion of worship planning during the pandemic, with more
detailed plans to be developed by a CLC COVID Response Team (Bill Strom, Chris Baughman, Walter,
Henry, and pastors). Please let us know if you’d like to join this team. Online worship and events continue
through Coastside Lutheran Church Facebook page and the website coastsidelutheran.org.
5. Facility updates: Dry-rot repairs continue, and we expect to proceed to painting (using existing
colors) in the next few weeks, wrapping up the exterior work.
6. Community Garden: Peter Masters and family have moved to San Francisco and Peter will not be
managing the garden going forward; we hope to have a team of CLC folks to volunteer to plan and oversee
this activity.
7. CLC revitalization plans: planning continues with an additional interview/discussion with the
Joshua Group as well as an introduction to the Synod’s “ACTS for Vitality” program planned for midNovember. We reviewed the cost of CLC’s previous capital campaign (about $14,000 in 2000-2001) as
compared to the $20,000 cost of the Joshua Group program (an almost identical cost in today’s dollars,
i.e., factoring in inflation). Thanks to Teresa Adam for volunteering to join in this endeavor. Please let us
know if you would like to join this team!
8. Staying connected: Council members are reaching out and continue to ask for your input
regarding our online programs and future plans. Please continue to let us know your
thoughts!
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Thank You CLC!
A thank you for our donation to the Puente’s South Coast Emergency Fire Relief, from the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund.
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Worship Continues Online!
Online Worship Sundays @ 10AM
Log- on to Zoom every Sunday morning at 10am to worship together, or view
at any time from our website or Facebook page. Online fellowship follows
worship on Zoom for anyone who wants to join in. Let us know if you have a
birthday or anniversary coming up so we can celebrate!
The Zoom link for both worship and fellowship is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84381518830?
pwd=aVdLbXBkWWNiTHJFYUVWc1JsOGhuQT09
Dial by your location: +1 669 900 9128 Meeting ID: 843 8151 8830
Password: 656832

Friday Lunches for those in need through Abundant Grace
When Abundant Grace told us they needed someone to provide 25 lunches on Fridays, our congregation
stepped up! It's the care made known for those in need in the midst of this pandemic that brightens the
soul and our communities! It is an honor to walk with you. THANK YOU!!
WHAT'S NEEDED: Donations of cheese and meat for the sandwiches or funds to offset cost of these
items. Packaged cookies would be fun too. If you'd like to contribute or to help make sandwiches, please
contact Marian: melacey@pacbell.net.

CLC Choir Practice Thursdays @ 7:30PM
While we can’t prepare in-person music for our CLC Choir, we will
to have rehearsals online that focus on building vocal skills &
technique, reading music, and eventually recording a few songs &
hymns to use in worship videos. If you need materials to be able to
participate, please contact the pastors or Liesl. It is recommended
everyone use a decent USB plug-in microphone and a pair of
headphones. Most computers can handle Zoom, and it is also doable via cell phone or tablet.
If you are interested in joining the choir and participating in our
new virtual rehearsal space, contact our music director Liesl
McPherrin, music@coastsidelutheran.org

Join via Zoom: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/95853001037?
pwd=VTJudFM5V2lJcEo1SG51bERuRFlGdz09
Dial by your location:
+1 669 900 6833
Meeting ID: 958 5300 1037
Password: CHOIR

The McBrides’ great-granddaughter
Harper gets ready for Halloween!
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Upcoming Events
Women's Daytime Gathering:
Second Tuesday of the Month, 2PM
Every month we gather for fellowship, support, and
the sharing of articles from Gather (available online
or hard copies at the church). We laugh and listen
together, sharing openly our questions,
observations, and stories. You can participate in
one or multiple sessions. If you have any questions
or would like a magazine, email or call the office or
Pastor Dawn. Theme focus for the fall is HOLY
TIME or God’s Time. We’re back to meeting
via Zoom this month.
Tuesday, Nov. 9 @ 2 pm via Zoom: https://
us04web.zoom.us/j/838385183
Dial by your location: +1 720 707 2699
Meeting ID: 838 385 183

Diverse Stories:
Fourth Thursday of each Month @ Noon
Be a part of CLC's monthly Diverse Stories
discussion group! We meet to listen with respect
and share in wonder the impact of narratives that
expand our understanding of self, others, and
God's beloved humanity in all our complexities.
The November book suggestion is Help,
Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers
by Anne Lamott:
It is these three prayers – asking for assistance
from a higher power, appreciating what we have
that is good, and feeling awe at the world
around us – that can get us through the day and
can show us the way forward. In Help, Thanks,
Wow, Lamott recounts how she came to these
insights, explains what they mean to her and
how they have helped, and explores how others
have embraced these same ideas.
Thursday, November 24 @ noon via Zoom:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/331354783
Dial by your location: +1 720 707 2699
Meeting ID: 331 354 783
NEXT MONTH:
We will not meet in December, but there will
be Advent Bible Study the first Thursdays of
December (12/3, 12/10, 12/17) at 12 noon.
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Upcoming Events
Changes in the
Community Garden
Thank you Peter Masters for all the care
and attention you have spent on the
community garden! We’ve seen our beds
expanded, drip hoses installed, a hive of
bees welcomed, and bountiful harvests!
Peter has moved to San Francisco, and
although we will miss him and his family
greatly, we are so grateful for the chance to
get to know them and will hold them in our
hearts and prayers! They will always have
a spiritual home here!
Now it’s time to plan the future of the
garden!
Do you have a green thumb? Do you have
ideas for plants and our community? The
garden will be buttoned-down for the
winter, but let us know your big ideas for
next spring! If you’d like to help close the
garden for the winter, contact Pastor Sue at
pastorsue@coastsidelutheran.org.

CDC Compliant 100% Cotton Masks for Sale
Gail Ptacek is making face masks. She currently has 20 different fabrics available. All
masks are "adult" size, but tweens wear them without a problem. Each mask has:
1. 2 layers of 100% cotton - a soft muslin as the inside piece so it is soft on your face.
2. An aluminum nose bridge that allows you to fit the mask to your face and prevents fogging of glasses.
3. Adjustable ear bands made of polyester and spandex - NOT thick elastic
4. Upper and lower gussets so the mask material does NOT sit on your mouth.
Regular price of masks includes shipping by USPS.
CLC members and friends get $1 off each mask ordered. Just add CLC with
1 Mask
$12
your name when you order. Pastor Dawn got one and loves it! Beautiful
fabrics and glasses don’t fog!
2-3 Masks $11/mask
You can find photos and more information on With Love and a Smidge of
4+ Masks
$10/mask
Cussing on Facebook or email Gail at gptacek@gmail.com for photos of the
available fabrics.
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Upcoming Events
Advent Series
Bible Study
Join us the first 3 Thursdays: December 3, 10, 17 @
12-1:30 pm for a bible study following Our Greatest
Gift: A Wonderful Life in Christ, and a daily
devotional for every household. Thank you Suzanne
for being inspired to lead us in preparing our hearts,
minds, and homes for Christmas!

Connecting to our Families with
Children

Beginning in November, CLC will be reaching out to
our youngest family members in a new and exciting
way during this time of limited gathering and social
distancing. Recognizing that her grandsons love to
receive letters and packages in the mail, member
Suzanne Malaspina-Bruce has developed and is
Zoom: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/331354783
spearheading a ministry for children ages 0-7 where
Dial by your location: +1 720 707 2699
CLC will mail worship and activity resources to our
Meeting ID: 331 354 783
children for parents to use at home with their
children and with their “social bubbles” during
Movie Night
playdates. The ministry has two components. The
Watch It’s a Wonderful Life with us as a
first one, Children’s Ministry by Mail, is a periodic
companion film to our advent studies!
mailing containing books, coloring pages, activity
sheets and other goodies. The second, CLC
It's a Wonderful Life: In this classic Christmas
Children’s Chapel at Home, focuses on worship.
film, George Bailey (James Stewart) is a man
who has given up his dreams to help others, and Beginning with Advent, each season, families of
young children will receive a short and easy-to-use
whose imminent suicide on Christmas Eve
order of worship resource with age appropriate
brings about the intervention of his guardian
prayers, songs and Bible stories to help parents lead
angel, Clarence Odbody (Henry Travers).
their children in chapel time. If there are children in
Clarence shows George how he, George, has
touched the lives of others and how different life your life who you’d like to receive these resources,
would be for his wife Mary and his community of please send an email with their names and ages
along with their mailing address to
Bedford Falls if he had not been born. It's a
Wonderful Life is considered one of the greatest Info@coastsidelutheran.org. If you’d like to help
with this ministry, send your name to
films of all time. It was nominated for five
info@coastsidelutheran.org.
Academy Awards, including Best Picture, and
has been recognized by the American Film
Institute as one of the 100 best American films
ever made.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84381518830?
pwd=aVdLbXBkWWNiTHJFYUVWc1JsOGhuQT09
Dial by your location: +1 669 900 9128
Meeting ID: 843 8151 8830 Password: 656832

Coastside Hope’s Adopt a Family
The holidays are approaching fast and CLC will once again be supporting Coastside Hope’s Adopt-aFamily program which provides gifts and necessities for Coastside families in need. Marian Lacey has
volunteered organize CLC’s response. Anyone people interested in participating can buy gifts online. Please
contact Marian ASAP at melacey@pacbell.net so she knows what size of family to commit to
(Coastside Hope recommends $60-70 value per family member) and arrange present delivery or
pickup. Marian will attach the appropriate tags to the gifts and bring them to Coastside Hope. Please
make your donations by November 25th so the families can receive their gifts in plenty of time.
Check out Coastside Hope’s website: https://coastsidehope.org/programs/adopt-a-family/
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September’s Treasurer’s Report

SECOND MILE GIVING
Every month, through your generosity, CLC contributes to the “Second Mile Giving”
ministries of the ELCA, totaling $1800 over a 12 month period.
During the month of November our Second Mile offerings will be donated to Lutheran Social Services
of Northern California. LSS of Northern California’s mission is to promote stability and honor the dignity of
those we serve by providing supportive housing services that lead to self-sufficiency. LSS envisions that our
communities have hope, stability, and a path to self-sufficiency. LSS offers the hope of lives transformed to
people of all faiths (or no faith) who are vulnerable because of homelessness,
mental illness, addiction or disaster. Our mission is to provide services to the
public at large, throughout a service area that encompasses Northern
California, with offices and programs in Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra
Costa and San Joaquin counties.
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Charitable Contribution Incentives
The CARES Act encourages individuals to contribute to religious and other charitable
organizations by creating a new “above the line” deduction (i.e. for taxpayers who take the
standard deduction). This deduction will permit them to deduct up to $300 of annual
monetary contributions. The CARES Act also increases the limitations on deductions for
charitable contributions by individuals who itemize, as well as corporations. For
individuals, the 50% of adjusted gross income limitation is suspended for cash
contributions made in 2020. Please consult your tax advisor for your specific tax situation.

Help Get the Word Out about CLC
Check out our Instagram & Facebook accounts!
Find us at Instagram.com/coastsidelutheran or on Facebook at Facebook.com/
coastsidelutheranchurch.
Like our photos and stories and be sure to tag our location and use #spiritualharbor and
#coastsidelutheran on posts when sharing info about our upcoming online events.
The more that you can like, comment, and share, the more visible we are in the online
community.
#SpiritualHarbor #CoastsideLutheran

Great news! A PayPal
donation button is now on
our website! You can now easily
give to CLC through the PayPal giving fund in the form of one
time donations, monthly donations AND through their
partnership with eBay for Charity. Sell your secondhand
items and clothing on eBay and designate a portion
of the proceeds to Coastside Lutheran!
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OUR CALL
Coastside Lutheran Church is a spiritual harbor where all, without exception, are welcome
and accepted with open arms. We are fed and we grow by sharing in the grace of God
through Jesus Christ, so we can go out to serve the community, inspired by the Holy Spirit

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Online Worship ONLY During Shelter-in-Place
10:00 am with Fellowship followingWatch worship online at your leisure!
Worship with us via Zoom every Sunday morning at 10 am, or view at any time from our website
or Facebook page. Online fellowship follows worship on Zoom for anyone who wants to join in.
The Zoom link for both worship and fellowship is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84381518830?pwd=aVdLbXBkWWNiTHJFYUVWc1JsOGhuQT09

Dial by your location: +1 669 900 9128 Meeting ID: 843 8151 8830 Password: 656832

Weekly Emails
Did you know we send out an email every week with the readings for worship as well as a list of
opportunities for engagement? If you would like to receive these emails, contact us at
info@coastsideluteran.org and we’ll add you to our address book!

COASTSIDE LUTHERAN CHURCH
coastsidelutheran.org | 650.726.9293 | info@coastsidelutheran.org
900 N. Cabrillo Hwy , Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
Coastside Lutheran Church is proud to be a Reconciling in Christ congregation and a
member of the ELCA.

November Newsletter
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